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46 CFR Ch. I (10–1–11 Edition) § 175.115 

§ 175.115 Applicability to offshore sup-
ply vessels. 

(a) Existing OSVs of more than 15 but 
less than 100 gross tons are subject to 
inspection under this subchapter. New 
OSVs of more than 15 but less than 100 
gross tons are subject to inspection 
under subchapter L of this chapter. 

(b) Each existing OSV permitted 
grandfathering under paragraph (a) of 
this section must complete construc-
tion and have a Certificate of Inspec-
tion by March 16, 1998. 

[CGD 82–004 and CGD 86–074, 62 FR 49355, 
Sept. 19, 1997] 

§ 175.118 Vessels operating under an 
exemption afforded in the Pas-
senger Vessel Safety Act of 1993 
(PVSA). 

(a) The Passenger Vessel Safety Act 
of 1993 (PVSA) contained an allowance 
for the exemption of certain passenger 
vessels that are— 

(1) At least 100 gross tons but less 
than 300 gross tons; or 

(2) Former public vessels of at least 
100 gross tons but less than 500 gross 
tons. 

(b) The owner or operator of a vessel 
must have applied for an exemption 
under PVSA by June 21, 1994, and then 
brought the vessel into compliance 
with the interim guidance in Naviga-
tion and Inspection Circular (NVIC) 7– 
94 not later than December 21, 1996. The 
PVSA exemption is valid for the serv-
ice life of the vessel, as long as the ves-
sel remains certified for passenger 
service. If the Certificate of Inspection 
(COI) is surrendered or otherwise be-
comes invalid (not including a term 
while the vessel is out of service but 
undergoing an inspection for recertifi-
cation), the owner or operator must 
meet the appropriate inspection regu-
lations to obtain a new COI without 
the PVSA exemption. 

(c) Except where the provisions of 
subchapter H of this chapter apply, the 
owner or operator must ensure that the 
vessel meets the requirements of this 
subchapter, meets any requirements 
the OCMI deems applicable, and meets 
any specific additions or exceptions as 
follows: 

(1) If a vessel does not meet the in-
tact stability requirements of sub-
chapter S of this chapter, the vessel’s 

route(s) will be limited to an area with-
in 20 nautical miles from a harbor of 
safe refuge, provided the vessel has a 
history of safe operation on those 
waters. The OCMI may further restrict 
the vessel’s routes if the vessel’s serv-
ice history, condition, or other factors 
affect its seaworthiness or safety. 

(2) The vessel may not carry more 
than 150 passengers, and not more than 
49 passengers in overnight accommoda-
tions. 

(3) The owner or operator must crew 
the vessel under the requirements of 
this subchapter. All officers must be 
endorsed for the appropriate vessel ton-
nage. The OCMI may require an appro-
priately endorsed engineer officer for 
those vessels of at least 200 gross tons. 
Vessels carrying more than 50 pas-
sengers must have an additional deck-
hand, and all deckhands on vessels car-
rying more than 50 passengers must be 
adequately trained. The crew members 
on a vessel of at least 200 gross tons, 
except those operated exclusively on 
lakes and rivers, are required to hold 
merchant mariner credentials or mer-
chant mariner documents and 50 per-
cent of the merchant mariner creden-
tials or at least an able seaman. 

(4) The vessel owner or operator must 
comply with the lifesaving arrange-
ments located in part 180 of this chap-
ter, except that inflatable liferafts are 
required for primary lifesaving. A res-
cue boat or suitable rescue arrange-
ment must be provided to the satisfac-
tion of the OCMI. 

(5) The vessel owner or operator must 
comply with the fire protection re-
quirements located in part 181 of this 
chapter. When a vessel fails to meet 
the fire protection and structural fire 
protection requirements of this sub-
chapter, the vessel owner or operator 
must meet equivalent requirements to 
the satisfaction of the cognizant OCMI 
or submit plans for approval from the 
Coast Guard Marine Safety Center. 

(6) At a minimum, the owner or oper-
ator must outfit the vessel with port-
able fire extinguishers per 46 CFR 76.50. 
In addition, the vessel must meet any 
additional requirements of the OCMI, 
even if they exceed the requirements in 
46 CFR 76.50. 
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(7) In addition to the means-of-escape 
requirements of 46 CFR 177.500, the ves-
sel owner or operator must also meet 
the requirements for means of escape 
found in 46 CFR 78.47–40. 

(d) The OCMI conducts an inspection 
and may issue a COI if the vessel meets 
these requirements. The COI’s condi-
tion of operation must contain the fol-
lowing endorsement: ‘‘This vessel is op-
erating under an exemption afforded in 
The Passenger Vessel Safety Act of 
1993 and as such is limited to domestic 
voyages and a maximum lll of pas-
sengers and may be subject to addi-
tional regulations and restrictions as 
provided for in Sections 511 and 512 of 
the Act.’’ 

[USCG–1999–5040, 67 FR 34799, May 15, 2002, as 
amended by USCG–2006–24371, 74 FR 11266, 
Mar. 16, 2009] 

§ 175.120 Vessels on an international 
voyage. 

A mechanically propelled vessel that 
carries more than 12 passengers on an 
international voyage must comply 
with the applicable requirements of 
SOLAS, as well as this subchapter. 

§ 175.122 Load lines. 

A vessel of 24 meters (79 feet) in 
length or more, the keel of which was 
laid or that was at a similar stage of 
construction on or after July 21, 1968, 
and that is on a voyage other than a 
domestic voyage is subject to load line 
assignment, certification, and marking 
under suchapter E (Load Lines) of this 
chapter. 

§ 175.200 Gross tonnage as criterion 
for requirements. 

(a) The regulations in this sub-
chapter take into account a vessel’s 
length, passenger capacity, construc-
tion, equipment, intended service, and 
operating area. The criterion for appli-
cation of this subchapter is the gross 
tonnage of the vessel. When the Com-
mandant determines that the gross 
tonnage of a particular vessel, which is 
attained by exemptions, reductions, or 
other devices in the basic gross ton-
nage formulation, will circumvent or 
be incompatible with the application of 
specific regulations for a vessel of such 
physical size, the Commandant will 

prescribe the regulations to be made 
applicable to the vessel. 

(b) When the Commandant deter-
mines that the gross tonnage is not a 
valid criterion for the use of certain 
regulations based on the relative size 
of the vessel, the owner will be in-
formed of the determination and of the 
regulations applicable to the vessel. 
The vessel must be brought into com-
pliance with all additional require-
ments before a Certificate of Inspec-
tion is issued. 

§ 175.400 Definitions of terms used in 
this subchapter. 

The following terms are used in this 
subchapter: 

Accommodation space means a space 
(including a space that contains a 
microwave oven or other low heat ap-
pliance with a maximum heating ele-
ment temperature of less than 121 °C 
(250 °F)) used as a: 

(1) Public space; 
(2) Hall; 
(3) Dining room and mess room; 
(4) Lounge or cafe; 
(5) Public sales room; 
(6) Overnight accommodation space; 
(7) Barber shop or beauty parlor; 
(8) Office of conference room; 
(9) Washroom or toilet space; 
(10) Medical treatment room or dis-

pensary; or 
(11) Game or hobby room. 
Adequate hull protection system means 

a method of protecting the vessel’s hull 
from corrosion. It includes, as a min-
imum, either hull coatings and a ca-
thodic protection (CP) system con-
sisting of sacrificial anodes, or an im-
pressed current CP system. 

Alternative Hull Examination (AHE) 
Program means a program in which an 
eligible vessel may receive an initial 
and subsequent credit hull examination 
through a combination of underwater 
surveys, internal examinations and an-
nual hull condition assessment. 

Anniversary date means the day and 
the month of each year, which cor-
responds to the date of expiration of 
the Certificate of Inspection. 

Approval series means the first six 
digits of a number assigned by the 
Coast Guard to approved equipment. 
Where approval is based on a subpart of 
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